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“ SPECIAL ARTICLE ”

A Surgical Safety Checklist to Reduce Morbidity
and Mortality in a Global Population

Alex B. Haynes, M.D., M.P.H., Thomas G. Weiser, M.D., M.P.H.,
William R. Berry, M.D., M.P.H., Stuart R. Lipsitz, Sc.D.,

Abdel-Hadi S. Breizat, M.D., Ph.D., E. Patchen Dellinger, M.D.,
Teodoro Herbosa, M.D., Sudhir Joseph, M.S., Pascience L. Kibatala, M.D.,
Marie Carmela M. Lapitan, M.D., Alan F. Merry, M.B., Ch.B, FAN.Z.CA, F.RCA,
Krishna Moorthy, M.D., F.R.C.S., Richard K. Reznick, M.D., M.Ed., Bryce Taylor, M.D.,
and Atul A. Gawande, M.D., M.P.H., for the Safe Surgery Saves Lives Study Group™

“... the rate of postoperative complications and
death were reduced by more than one-third”
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doldbeallh  SURGICAL SAFETY CHECKLIST (AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND EDITION)

8efore induction of anaesthesia » » b » b

PATIENT HAS CONFIRWED
IDENTITY

[=]

- PROGEDURE
< consent.

Beforeskinincision » » > b > b > b b b

TIME OUT

[ CONFIRM AL TEAM MEMBERS HAVE
INTRODUCED THEMSELVES BY NAME AND
RoLE

=]

SITE MARKEDINOT APPLICABLE

[] ANAESTHESIA SAFETY CHECK COMPLETED.

[ SURGEON. ANAESTHESIA PROFESSIONAL AND
NURSE VERBALLY CONFIRI
+ PATENT
© st
+ PROCEDURE

PULSE OXIMETER ON PATIENT AND
FUNCTIONNG.

[=]

'DOES PATIENT HAVE A
KNOWN ALLERGY?

o

Yes

DIFFICULT AIRWAYIASPIRATION RISK?
Ko

YES, AND SQUIPHENTIASSISTANCE AVALABLE

=)

RISK OF >S00ML BLOOD LOSS.
{TMLIKG IN CHILDREN)?

YES, AND ADEGUATE INTRAVENOUS ACCESS
AND FLUDS

oo

“ANITICIPATED CRITICAL EVENTS

[ SURGEONS REVIEWS: WHAT ARE THE CRITICAL
R UNEXPECTED STEPS, GPEmATVE

Before patient leaves oper

N OUT

NURSE VERBALLY CONFIRMS WITH THE
TEAM

[ THE NAME OF THE PROCEDURE RECORDED

[ THAT INSTRUMENT, SPONGE AND NEEDLE
‘COUNTS ARE CORRECT (OR NOT
APPLICABLE)

[] HOW THE SPECIMEN IS LABELLED
(NCLUDING PATIENT NAME)

[ IHETHER THERE ARE ANY EQUIPMENT
PROBLEMS 70 B2 ADDRESSED.

DURATION, ANTICPATED
BLOOD L03S?

[ ANAESTHESIA TEAM REVIEWS: ARE THERE ANY
FATIENT.SPECIFIC CONGERNS?

[ MURSING TEAM REVIEWS: HS STERILTY
(INCLUDING INDICATOR RESULTS) BEEN
CONFIRMED? ARE THERE EQUIPMENT

1SSUES OR ANY CONGERNS?

HAS ANTIBIOTIC PROPHYLAXIS BEEN GIVEN
WITHIN THE LAST 60 MINUTES?

O ves
TCRBLE
~

1F PROSTHESIS (OR SPECIAL EQUIPNENT) IS
TO BE USED IN THEATRE, HAS IT BEEN
‘CHECKED AND CONFIRMED?

No ves

T APPLCABLE

N/ /\

ves
HOT REQUIRED

v
g ves
O noTaseucasie

[ SURGEON. ANAESTHESIA PROFESSIONAL
'AND RURSE REVIEW THE KEY CONCERNS
FOR RECOVERY AND MANAGEMENT.

OF THIS PATIENT

THIS CHECKLIST IS NOT INTENDED T0 8E

DOrTION: TOFIT LOGAL PRAGTICE

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND

COLLEGE OF ANAESTHETISTS

ROYAL AUSTRALASIAN
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
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The Dimensions of Quality and
Organizational Layers of Healthcare

Runciman B Merry A Walton M 2007
Safety and Ethics In Healthcare =~ Ashgate
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...has been shown to reduce harm

...Is a primary recommendation in the new WHO
Guidelines for Safe Surgery

...has been endorsed by over 200 surgical,
anaesthesia, and nursing organizations across
the world including ANZCA and RACS

...Is being - instituted in operating rooms around
the world, including Australia and NZ

...makes sense and is the right thing to do!




